
within Southern Pines were named after the New England or other 

n or thern states whence came the early residents. 

The first people came seeking a mild c limate as compared to 

the bitter winters. Patrick touted Southern Pines as a health 

resort an d many visitors spent se a son s here for rest and re ­

cuperation . Some recovered and li ve d on in the area while the 

indigenous charm of the place attracted many new re s id e nt s . 

Southern Pines was incorporated as a municipality in March 

of 1887 a nd by 1890 the t own had sever al shops an d four hotels. 

One h o tel was appro pri ately named Th e Patrick afte r the enter­

prising a nd o riginal to wn planner. The yo un g town matured 

during the early decades o f the twentieth century . The most 

r a pid early population increase and urban devel o pm en t occurred 

durin g the 1920 to 1930 period. It was during th at decade the 

urban growth pattern focused on Waymouth Heights, Knollwood 

district and the Pinedene a rea. 

HISTORICAL DEVELOPMENT 

The T ow n of Southern Pines has had a n unusual history of 

developmen t. This has b ee n the result of ci tizen involvemen t 

in the success of various ventures contributing t o the overall 

p attern of land development. The f or tun a te aspect of having a 

t own plan to follow in the beginnin g is unquesti ona bly one of 

the majo r re a s ons for the t ow n 's pres ent characte r o f a delight­

ful e nvironment. 

The residential d evelo pment was originally conc entrated in 

the vicini t y of the railroad sta ti on, emerging a l ong the tracks 

o n Broa d Street a nd radiatin g o utward from the village center. 

Physic a ll y, this core was dependent up o n railroads for transpor­

t a ti on linkage to New England. 

The grid ir o n pattern of streets were laid out quite wi d e 

considering they were designed for h o rses and n o t au t omob iles. 

Although these are still a dequate in terms of width, the exces­

sive number of intcrscc~ions reduces safety by creating many 

points o f p ossible traffic conflict . 
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